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The Importance of Technology in Education
[bookmark: _GoBack]Education implies impressively something other than instructing students to read, write, and control numbers. The emergence of computers, the web, as well as advanced electronic devices are now becoming essential in everyday life and it has shifted the modes of assembling data in different aspects of the society (Cuff 76). Technology influences the way instructors educate and the learning process of students. It can be noted that ever since technology was introduced in the education curriculum, the face of education changed with a variety of educational opportunities being created. As stated by Cuff (76), teachers are now able to integrate technology in their classrooms while at the same time; students are getting more interested in learning with technology. Therefore, integration of technology in education has removed institutional boundaries, made educational material accessible, increased innovativeness and creativity in students while at the same time reducing instructional costs.
The utilization of technology has removed the educational boundary between teachers and students by enabling them to collaborate in real time through advanced instructional technologies. As indicated by Cher Ping Lim et al. (61), technology has been critical in the development of online distance learning. Educators and students are now able to reach each other across borders. This has been more significant to students in third world countries who are now able to subscribe to more advanced careers through online learning in advanced countries. Many institutions of higher education have embraced online courses by creating virtual classrooms which is more flexible and affordable to students. Also, students and their tutors are more comfortable since they no longer need to attend classes for hours in uncomfortable chairs, and having back pain by the end of the day. People are not bound to physical courses as they can opt to study online (Cher Ping Lim et al. 61). Furthermore, employed students can attend school during their free time without interfering with their jobs.  Besides, integration of technology in the classroom has advanced the role of educators and made them easily approachable by students. Before teachers had the primacy of knowledge but technology has evolved this responsibility to being facilitators of learning in the classroom. Both students and teachers can now work collaboratively to enhance a meaningful learning experience across different boundaries. 
While removing educational boundary, technology has likewise simplified access to educational materials hence sparking students’ interest to learning. Learning resources have been made more accessible to students as well as teachers can easily upload learning materials like assignments and notes to their students via online platforms (Fu 113). Students download these materials quickly wherever they are. Besides, the web is a massive database of documents which educators and students can utilize to supplement their learning. As such, things are made more accessible, and it adds excitement to the level of participation of students in education (Fu 113). Students become adept at using a range of gadgets like iPads, smartphones, and laptops during lessons. The gadgets make students more engaged since they are using their favorite technological devices to facilitate their education.
Other than erasing educational borders and making educational material accessible, technology in the classroom enhances the creativity and innovativeness of students. Selwyn (155) indicates that through the various activities designed by educators in integrating technology into their teaching process, learners become more creative and innovative so that they can be able to undertake the tasks assigned to them efficiently. Manipulation of different applications designed for learning and conducting independent research enables the student to exercise their creativity and innovativeness (Patton & John 2). Neuroscience studies have proven that humans are born with an innate creative capability, and as they continue to grow, this creativity is always either active or dormant (Selwyn 57). In the current contemporary era of technology, the inherent creativity part is activated, and its keep on flowing. Previous research has proven that the overall school system has always been contributing to deteriorating of creativity and innovativeness in students (Selwyn 57). Students are made victims of the agendas of education where specific skills and subjects are given priority over other skills that may prepare students for rustic careers that may need mechanical and systematic thinking instead of critical thinking and intellectual creativity (Selwyn 157). The introduction of technology in school, which is something that students use the most, has dramatically enhanced their creativity and innovativeness. 
While technology has made students to be more creative and innovative, they have also enjoyed those benefits of low education costs. It can be noted that course material such as textbooks and other supplies costs a fortune (Selwyn 158). However, the customization of these materials on digital platforms makes it easy for students and professors to choose more efficient materials which are customized to their courses hence saving a lot of money. Besides, other online platforms allow students to access learning material for free, and these reduce additional burden to them (Fu 120). Online programs are perceived to be cheaper when compared to the traditional method of studying in a campus setting where students have to pay for outrageous accommodation costs. 
 An important aspect of technology and cost-effective education is the adoption of blended learning that has been made possible through the use of technology. Each student has different requirements, and some may need to have face-to-face educators than others (Fu 120). Technology has offered a platform for teachers to take advantage of distinct styles of learning for their students and provide more teacher-student interaction sessions that are a mix of virtual and in-person. These aspects of technology save schools money since it allows freer physical space to have more students and more classes (Fu 120). It aids in encapsulating all learning methods so that students can perform better in all their courses while spending less. Blending learning poses a practical solution to the crisis of affordable education while improving students’ outcomes.
In conclusion, efficient use of technology in the classroom has redefined education by creating more opportunities for both educators and understudies. Utilization of technology in education has played a significant responsibility in opening the boundary between students and their educators by making education more accessible. It has also made education materials available to students while at the same time encouraging them to be more creative and innovative. Many institutions of higher learning have embraced online courses by creating virtual classrooms which is more flexible and affordable to students. Students are also enjoying the benefits of getting quality education at a reduced cost. Distant learning is now more efficient as students can now participate in classroom activities such as submitting assignments. Technology has broadened the minds and skills of students by allowing them to quickly access education and be better prepared for further technological advances. 
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